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Biographical Sketch
Bartlesville, a wealthy oil community located in the Osage Hills of Oklahoma, was the
test site for the first experiment in Pay Television. The rising popularity of television was
causing a decline in attendance at the local movie theaters. Henry S. Griffing, President
of Video Independent Theatres, Inc. and owner of the Bartlesville theatres attempted to
keep his business by bringing movies into people’s homes. Bartlesville was thought to
be a prime area for this test or experiment because all of the theatres shared one
owner.
The goal of this experiment was to bring Hollywood productions to people's homes via
Cable Television. Both Jerrold Electronics and General Precision Laboratories provided
the necessary technology that was to send the signal, receive the signal, and view it on
a television. Milton J. Shapp, president of Jerrold Electronics, played a significant role
in obtaining cooperation from the motion picture industry.
The Bartlesville Telemovie System (VIT’s trade name) debuted with “The Pajama
Game” starring Doris Day and played to an audience of 300 homes. The headline of
the September 4, 1957 issue of Variety read “First-Run Films Now at Home” and the
issue contains articles and interviews for and against the Bartlesville Experiment. One
quote said, “…a historic new alliance was formed, linking electronics and the film
business and molding the outline of a brand distribution system…”. Bartlesville
subscribers paid $9.50 per month for a package of 26 features - 13 first run pictures on
one channel and 13 re-runs on a second channel. They cut the monthly fee to $4.95
and changed first runs and reruns to a single feature picture on one channel with a
Muzak-type music program on the other channel. The system was also used to provide
CATV service of the three Tulsa stations. Shortly before it ended, the experiment had
800 subscribers. The experiment, well-ahead of it’s time, lasted eight months and set
an example for how cable television could bring more entertainment than just off-air
broadcast signals. It was another ten years before the concept of delivering motion
pictures to homes on a pay basis became popular.

Provenance
The Bartlesville Telemovie Experiment Collection was created by different donations. In
1989 William A. Lasky donated photos of the Bartlesville Telemovie Experiment to The
National Cable Television Center and Museum. The rest of the material, consisting
almost entirely of photocopies, was assembled from various sources to tell the
Bartlesville story.

Scope and Content Note
This collection contains several clippings, one report, and three personal recollections
relating to the history of the experiment. There are also 39 8 x 10 inch, black and white
photos documenting the city of Bartlesville in 1957, the advertising and promotional
campaign, the installation and operation of the studio equipment, and the related
infrastructure to deliver signals to subscribers. The photos have been digitized and are
available on the web at archives.cablecenter.org.

Related Collections
The oral histories of E. Stratford Smith and Zalmon Garfield are available in their
entirety at the Barco Library and on our website as part of the Hauser Oral and Video
History Collection, http://www.cablecenter.org/education/library/oralHistories.cfm.
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inch b&w print
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Cable on pole with line extender amplifier mounted." 8 x 10 inch b&w print
BV00016: "Three channel Control Console." 8 x 10 inch b&w print
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Theatre. Street banner maintained for 30 days. See advertising brochure for
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BV00035: "VistaVision header from 'The Searchers' as reproduced by the
Anamorphic Correction Panel." 8 x 10 inch b&w print
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